
 
 

Heritage Stewardship Program Webinar Q&As  
 

1. Who do I contact about the Heritage Stewardship Program and for support with my grant 
application? 

Please contact Paulina at by email at  hsp@fpcc.ca or by phone at 250-532-2672.  
 

2. If an organization has applied for another grant for the same project, but has not been notified if 
the application was approved, do they need to disclose that when they apply for this grant? 

It is always good practice to disclose all aspects related to a project and the funding needs 
associated with it.  

If the project depends on unconfirmed funding from other sources, it will not be approved, as this is 
considered a high-risk factor.  

3. Does FPCC provide grants outside of B.C.? 

FPCC heritage grants are intended to support B.C. First Nations with safeguarding and revitalizing 
their cultural heritage. We currently do not provide heritage grants outside of B.C. Please refer to 
the Heritage Stewardship Program Funding Guide to review the program eligibility requirements.  
 

4. Will the digitization priority area include a webinar or a self-directed course?  

Priority Area 4 – Digitization and Archiving, currently does not include a webinar or self-directed 
course. Currently training is only available for Priority Area 3 – Oral Histories and Protocols. 
However, it is possible for us to organize a digitization webinar in the future if there is sufficient 
interest expressed by grant recipients. In addition, grant applicants can also apply through this grant 
program to bring digitization training to their community or organization as part of their project 
proposal. For more details, please refer to the Heritage Stewardship Program Funding Guide.  
 

5. Can projects take place outside of Canada, such as for a knowledge exchange with New Zealand’s 
Indigenous peoples? 

As a starting point, all applications must meet all eligibility and program requirements as set out in 
the Heritage Stewardship Program Funding Guide to be considered for funding. Projects may include 
travel outside of Canada, however there are a few important factors to consider when preparing 
your application as travel outside of Canada typically carries an increased level of risk. When filling 
out the application, it is recommended to be very thorough in identifying how potential risks (social, 
financial, environmental, human resources, timeline, Covid-19, etc.) will be addressed and 
mitigated. In addition, it is recommended that the applicant provides proof of insurance for their 
organization that would cover this sort of travel and potential risks to participants. Please contact 
Paulina directly to chat about your project if you are planning on including travel outside of Canada.  
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6. Can this grant cover a dual linguistic book project that includes a foreign language as well as an 
Indigenous language? 

The Heritage Stewardship Program is intended to support the safeguarding and revitalization of 
Indigenous cultural heritage as outlined in the program funding guide. For language specific grants, 
please check out FPCC’s Language Program’s website at Language Program - First Peoples Cultural 
Council (fpcc.ca). Generally speaking, FPCC grant programs are intended to primarily support B.C. 
First Nations with heritage, arts, and language revitalizations projects.  
 

7. What is the peer review/evaluation process? 

Grant applications for the Heritage Stewardship Program will be reviewed by a Peer Review 
Committee (PRC) or jury, consisting of three Indigenous cultural heritage experts. 

The PRC will review all applications to the program and provide recommendations to FPCC staff 
regarding which applications should receive funding. FPCC staff will use these recommendations to 
make final funding decisions. Considerations used by staff are geographic distribution of grants, and 
whether applicants have received previous grants and/or have met their reporting requirements.  
 
The purpose of the Peer Review process is to maintain a fair and impartial “arms’ length evaluation 
system”, to ensure that the best possible decisions are made regarding the expenditure of public 
funds.  
 
The evaluation criteria used in this process are aligned with the questions on the application form, 
which means that applicants increase their chances of success by following all the instructions on 
the application form.  
 

8. My nation currently has a Cultural Heritage Stewardship Grant, can we still apply for the Heritage 
Stewardship Program? 

The fact that an applicant has already received a similar previous grant does not automatically 
disqualify them from applying for funding.  

As FPCC is trying to distribute funding amongst First Nations across the Province, repeat applications 
might have lower chances of success than equally qualified applications from new applicants.  

 
9. Would the Heritage Stewardship Program support a project that includes working with our sister 

tribes in the U.S.? 

As a starting point, all applications must meet all eligibility and program requirements as set out in 
the Heritage Stewardship Program Funding Guide to be considered for funding. A project that 
includes working with your Nation’s sister tribes in the U.S. may be considered, as long as all 
eligibility and program requirements are met.  
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10. Do you address conflict of interest during the evaluation process? 

Peer review committee (PRC) members are asked to declare any actual or perceived Conflict of 
Interest (COI)with any application under review prior to the PRC meeting by completing the COI 
form.  
 
The PRC declaring the conflict will excuse themself from discussing the respective application and 
the final recommendation to staff.  
 

11. Will the Heritage Stewardship Program be an annual funding program? 

The Heritage Stewardship Program may be available in future years, pending the availability of 
funding.  
 

12. We have a long-term youth program. The program will include an apprenticeship component that 
is focused on Indigenous culture and historic, ceremonial teachings. When we apply, should we 
include information about the whole program or just the apprenticeship component? 

The Heritage Stewardship Program does not provide funding for ongoing, long-term programming. 
Applications must be for distinct, stand-alone projects to be eligible for funding. If your application is 
for a stand-alone project that has ties to an ongoing program, it would be helpful for the grant 
application evaluation committee to understand how they relate to each other. The application 
must however demonstrate that the proposal is for a stand-alone project.  
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