
Many communities are now working 
together to build shared archives on 
FirstVoices.com, FPCC’s community-driven 
online Indigenous language archiving 
and teaching resource that supports 
communities to document their languages 
for future generations. 

The Nadleh/Stella Dakelh archive is a 
great example of how communities with 
a shared language can work together to 
build their community archive. 

Eleanor Nooski, Language Program 
Coordinator from Nadleh Whut’en and 
Dennis Patrick, Language and Culture 
Program Assistant from the neighbouring 
Stellat’en First Nation, have been collabo-
rating to document the Nechakoh dialect 
of Dakelh with FirstVoices. 

The communities were legally separated 
into two First Nations in the late 1950s. 
The Nadleh FirstVoices team began their 
work in 2013 and later invited members 
from Stellat’en to join them. Eleanor says 
that this work is helping to strengthen 
community bonds: 

“It is really positive the way  
this work is connecting people 
from each community and it 
has a ripple effect to show  
other communities how we  
can work together.”

— Eleanor Nooski, Language Program 
Coordinator in Nadleh Whut’en

Geraldine Gunanoot, Language 
Coordinator in Stellat’en, is excited to see 
the work being done with FirstVoices and  
the impact it’s having in the community. 

“When we explain the program to the 
Elders, they get excited and they want to 
be recorded,” she explains. “They say that 

they want to leave a legacy behind and 
they want to be part of the revitalization  
of the language.”

The work of the Nadleh/Stella Dakelh 
FirstVoices team is also creating connec-
tions across generations and with other 
language programs. The team has been 
making presentations about FirstVoices in 
their communities with the goal of bring-
ing the languages back into the schools 
and connecting kids with Elders. 

Young people in the community are 
taking on the job of working with Elders 
to record the language. Eleanor feels that 
while more work needs to be done to 
connect Elders with youth, the FirstVoices 
work is a great way to start.

We hold our hands up to these language 
champions and all of those working 
together to revitalize their languages!

To explore language archives and 
FirstVoices tools, visit www.FirstVoices.com 
To learn more about funding opportunities, 
visit www.fpcf.ca/programs-projects
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Language Gathering and Sharing Event
CONNECTS NORTHERN DENE COMMUNITIES 

Language Gathering and Sharing event, Doig River, August 6-7, 2019

In 2019, FPCC launched a new grant 
under the Language Planning Program 
to support connections between 
communities with a shared language. 

The Language Gathering and Sharing 
grants fund language-based community 
gatherings or community-to-community 
mentorship projects. Grants of up to 
$15,000 are available on an on-going basis 
with a streamlined application process.

It is great to see the many different 
events that have been supported by 
this grant, such as the “Northern Dene 
Gathering-Reconnecting our History: Ice 
Age to Digital Age” event, held August 
6–7, 2019 in Doig River First Nation.

This event supported collaboration 
among up to 12 Dane-Ẕaa communities.  
Gary Oker, Doig River First Nation 
Councillor and event organizer, says that 
the goal of their event was to “create a 
language revitalization plan that includes 
timely retellings of key cultural stories that 
are essential to capturing and preserving 

the tone and vocabulary of our language.” 
The events at the gathering included: 

• Storytelling and singing with Elders  
in the language.

• Lunch-and-learn in Beaver that 
provided an opportunity for 
participants to share common words 
and phrases.

• Discussions about barriers to language 
revitalization and encouragement on 
how to move forward.

• A culture camp visit to share stories 
and experiences in language loss and 
revitalization work.

• A presentation by FPCC Language 
Revitalization Coaches on language 
revitalization tools.  

Gary Oker was pleased with how the  
event raised awareness about language 
revitalization and allowed the communi-
ties involved to share resources with 
each other: 

“It’s a good starting point 
for talking and planning 
from a more regional 
perspective and working 
towards expanding and 
including more people in 
the revitalization of our 
language.”

— Gary Oker, Doig River First 
Nation Councillor

These events are a step towards dev-
eloping long-term plans that can assist 
nations to identify unique needs and  
costs associated with the revitalization 
of their languages. 

For more information, visit  
www.fpcc.ca/language/programs and 
click on "Language Authority"
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It’s now simpler and faster to apply for 
funding through FPCC programs! In 
response to feedback from grant applicants, 
we have transformed and simplified our 
grant application and reporting process 
– allowing applicants to easily draft and 
submit grant applications online. 

Grant opportunities will appear on  
the portal as they open for application, 
but you will be able to access your  
information at any time throughout  
the year. You can create your personal 
profile and link with any organizations 
that you work with. 

GRANT PORTAL FEATURES
• Submit and track grant applications  

and reports all in the same system.
• Get easy access to guidelines, eligibility 

and requirements checklist.
• Use the “note” function to easily 

communicate with FPCC staff to request 
feedback or ask questions about any part 
of your application or report.

• Register online for FPCC events and 
training sessions like arts grant-writing 
or language planning workshops. 

We’re here to help you transition to this 
new tool. Our handy online how-to guides 
are only a click away in the top right corner 
of the screen when you log in to the portal.

The portal isn’t replacing direct commu-
nications with staff – instead, we expect 
the tool will allow FPCC staff to provide 
more one-on-one support to applicants 
who would like a little extra assistance. 

For more information about the grant 
portal visit www.fpcc.ca/grants

Get started on the grant portal today!  
www.fpcc.ca/login

First Peoples’ Cultural Council
APPLICATIONS MADE EASY!

NEW FPCC GRANTS  
SUPPORT COMMUNITIES
This has been a busy year for FPCC 
and we are excited to announce our 
increased support of Indigenous 
languages, arts and cultural heritage in 
B.C. through five new grant streams. 

LANGUAGE
• Digitization Grant Initiative: 

supports information sharing for 
language learning by digitizing 
language resources such as cassette 
tapes, VHS, textual resources and 
more – up to $100,000 

HERITAGE
• A Sense of Place: Reconnecting the Land 

through Indigenous Cultural Heritage: 
fosters greater understanding about the 
connection and safeguarding practices 
between the land/environment and 
Indigenous cultural heritage, including 
Indigenous languages – up to $25,000 

• Cultural Heritage Micro-Grants: 
supports emergent needs and activities 
on a one-time basis such as activities 
supporting the performance, preservation 
and/or sharing of Indigenous heritage and 
more – up to $2,000

MUSIC
• Touring, Promotions/Marketing and 

Performance Initiatives: addresses 
the needs of touring, performing 
and marketing costs for Indigenous 
musicians and performers – up  
to $10,000 

ARTS
• Community Land-Based Arts: 

supports the creation of community 
art spaces – up to $20,000 

Find out more about these programs 
and current FPCC funding opportunities 
for each program at www.fpcc.ca/grants
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K.C. Hall, Indigifest Logo Artist and Graffiti 
Workshop Host 

First Peoples’ Cultural Council
HOSTS TWO MAJOR EVENTS IN 2019

Wanosts’a7 Dr. Lorna Williams, Member of Board, 
FPCF; National Chief Perry Bellegarde, Assembly 
of First Nations; Tracey Herbert, CEO, FPCC

Performance by Silla

Panel Discussion: Youth Involved in Language 
Revitalization: Gisèle Maria Martin, Skil Jaadee 
White and Jordan Brant

Kwhlii Gibaygum Nisga'a Dance Group

This was an exciting year 
for FPCC as we hosted 
two large-scale events 
to showcase Indigenous 
languages and music in 
British Columbia!

HE L I S E T T ŦE S Ḱ ÁL 
‘Let the Languages Live’ – 2019 
International Conference on 
Indigenous Languages was held 
in Victoria in June 2019 and was 
hosted by FPCC and the First 
Peoples’ Cultural Foundation.  
To see highlights from the 
conference visit: www.youtube.com 
/user/firstpeoplescouncil  
For more information, visit:  
www.fpcflanguageconference.com

Snotty Nose Rez Kids with Sarah Pocklington, 
Arts Manager, FPCC

Snotty Nose Rez Kids performance at IndigifestLekwungen Traditional Dancers  
welcome ceremony

INDIGIFEST 
An Indigenous music, arts and 
culture festival was held on  
August 24, 2019 in Victoria B.C.  
and was hosted by FPCC with 
support from Creative BC.
For more information, visit:  
www.indigifest.ca
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First Peoples’ Cultural Council  
IN YOUR COMMUNITY

Arts Grant Writing Workshop,  
Stz’uminus First Nation

Language Coaches from FPCC and FNESC 
teamed up to deliver coaching and training in 
Gwa'Sala-'Nakwaxda'xw School and Community

Language and Graffiti Arts Workshop at 
Gathering Our Voices 2019

Mariel Belanger, Artistic Director, Sqilxw Apna 
Society with Maria Alexis and Maura Tamez, 
Arts Organizations and Collectives

Nuu-chah-nulth Mentor-Apprentice teams at the 2019 MAP Training on Vancouver Island

SIGN UP FOR FPCC NEWS AND FUNDING ALERTS!
If you would like to receive email alerts about grant deadlines, program developments,  

FPCC events, workshops and more, join our mailing list: www.fpcc.ca/signup

MEET THE FPCC 
LANGUAGE COACHES

 
Language Revitalization Coaches 
support First Nations communities 
and organizations to build their 
language revitalization initiatives 
through strategic language 
planning, and by supporting 
increased access to First Peoples’ 
Cultural Council’s tools, resources 
and funding.

We welcome Quee-i-sook Thul-
la-me-eh Magie-May Adams, based 
in Prince Rupert and Kathi Dickie, 
in Fort Nelson, who are joining 
TE,LI,MET,ȾTEN Glenn Jim, from 
Tsawout First Nation.

FPCC’s language coaches are 
available to visit communities and 
organizations across the province. 
If you’d like to request a visit to your 
region, please send your request to:  
languagecoaches@fpcc.ca

Glenn Jim, Magie-May Adams and  
Kathi Dickie

 
 



6

This year the Indigenous Arts Program 
launched the Arts Micro-Grant Program 
with funding up to $1,000. These grants 
are intended to respond to “extenuating 
circumstances and emergent needs,” 
and contribute to professional 
development in all artistic disciplines. 
Some examples include travel costs, 
training and skill development, and other 
unique opportunities. 

As a result of this on-going Arts Micro- 
Grant Program, FPCC has been able to 
fund a diverse range of projects from 
Indigenous artists throughout B.C for  
various opportunities.

Jamin Zuroski is a Namgis First Nations 
artist, originally from Alert Bay B.C., who 
received an Arts Micro-Grant to support 
his project Indigenous Illuminations. 
Jamin applies his original artwork to 
different forms of lighting systems, such 
as overhead panels in office buildings or 
schools. The goal of his work is to inspire 
reconciliation and cultural connections 
by reclaiming spaces with Indigenous art 
where we learn, work and live. 

Jamin was invited to participate in a 
Makers Mixer hosted by the Vancouver 
Island Chapter of the Interior Designers 
Institute of B.C. This funding assisted Jamin 
in preparing for the event and having the 
products and materials needed to display 

his work. Jamin had not applied for an indi-
vidual grant from FPCC before and saw the 
micro-grant as a great opportunity to start 
the process of seeking additional support 
for his work. This small step has prepared 
him for the bigger leap of applying for larger 
funding amounts in the future.

“The FPCC Arts Micro-Grant has 
allowed me to expand my artistic 
and cultural teachings and reach 
through the region”

— Jamin Zuroski, Namgis  
First Nations artist

As a result of his attendance at this 
event, Jamin has been approached by 
several lifestyle and design publications to 
feature his work in future issues – he has 
also made some great connections with 
interior designers for future projects.

“When I received positive feedback  
and encouragement from the attendees 
at the Makers Mixer event, I was reaffirmed 
that my Indigenous Illuminations was 
valued and very much needed in  
our community.”

The Arts Micro-Grant Program was  
established as a result of community- 
identified needs during the 2017 Arts 
Program Review. The program provides 

needed financial support for Indigenous 
artists to create opportunities and connec-
tions, build confidence and receive addi-
tional support to follow their passions. 

To learn more about the artist, visit 
www.jaminzuroski.com 

New Arts Micro-Grants Support
INDIGENOUS ARTISTS

ARTS MICRO-GRANTS!  
Are you an artist, musician, performer 
or arts collective with an emergent 
need to support your work?  
Arts Micro-Grants respond to 
extenuating circumstances and 
emergent needs in all artistic 
disciplines. Some examples would be:
• Travel costs for a performance  

or exhibit opening
• Training and skills development
• Support to pursue new 

opportunities
Grant application requirements 

have been simplified and applications 
are accepted on an on-going basis. To 
learn more, visit: www.fpcc.ca/arts

Indigenous Illuminations by Jamin Zuroski (above and below)
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The FPCC Cultural Heritage Program  
has published a policy paper calling for  
the recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ 
right to have control of their cultural 
heritage and new support for Indigenous 
heritage programs.

The paper sets out the reasons why 
B.C. and Canada need an Indigenous-led 
approach to revitalizing, managing and 
protecting Indigenous Cultural Heritage. 
For FPCC, the paper represents an impor-
tant step towards developing a strategy  
to safeguard all forms of Indigenous  
heritage in B.C.

FPCC is the only provincial organization 
in B.C. mandated to support the revitaliza-
tion of Indigenous cultural heritage and 
this paper marks the first time that a policy 
paper has been produced by, and for, 
Indigenous Peoples.

“Canada’s Indigenous cultural 
heritage is in a critical state and 
we are losing our Knowledge 
keepers and the knowledge 
that they hold daily. Sensitive 
cultural landscapes, objects and 
traditions are disappearing in 
a way that is not measurable. 
Indigenous people must be 
recognized as the caretakers  
of their heritage as it is our 
human right to lead efforts 
to safeguard and manage 
Indigenous cultural heritage” 

— Karen Aird, FPCC  
Cultural Heritage Program Manager

To learn more about the program, 
current funding opportunities and to 
download the policy paper and fact sheet, 
visit our website at www.fpcc.ca/heritage

First Peoples’ Cultural Council Calls for Changes
TO INDIGENOUS CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICIES

Smudging ceremony at Saulteau First Nations Culture Camp, in Treaty 8, B.C., Image by Alycia Aird

POLICY PAPER

Recognizing and Including  
Indigenous Cultural Heritage in B.C.
 

Prepared by Karen Aird, Gretchen Fox and Angie Bain
on behalf of First Peoples’ Cultural Council

SEPTEMBER 2019

Summary of recommendations for supporting Indigenous cultural heritage:

• Indigenous people recognized as the 
stewards of their cultural heritage and 
involved in the development heritage 
laws and policies. 

• Creation of effective school-based and 
other Indigenous education programs.

• Concrete steps to address the impact  
of climate change and promote strategies 
for resiliency. 

• Immediate acknowledgement of the 
negative effects of colonialism on significant 
Indigenous heritage, sites and lifeways. 

• Funding for cultural heritage repatriation 
programs, infrastructure and capacity building 
at the community level, and to strengthen 
connections between people and the land. 

• Indigenous-led organizations like FPCC 
to support Indigenous cultural heritage 
initiatives and address gaps in legislation 
and government policies.
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First Peoples’ Cultural Council  
BOARD AND ADVISORY

We held our 2019 Annual General Meeting from October 18–20, 2019 at the Quaaout Lodge, located on the territory of the Little Shuswap Indian Band 
in Chase B.C. The AGM brings together FPCC Board and Advisory Committee members, FPCC staff and program participants to review the past year’s 
achievements and plan for the future.

2018/19
YEAR IN REVIEW

SEEKING ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
We currently have several vacancies 
on the Advisory Committee and 
are looking for applicants who have 
demonstrated a commitment to 
their community as knowledgeable 
champions of Indigenous languages, 
heritage, arts and culture. 

To view our current Advisory  
Board list for vacancies and find  
out how to apply, visit:  
www.fpcc.ca/about-us/advisory

NEW ANNUAL REPORT
We are proud to share the FPCC Year in 
Review 2018/19. Our annual report for 
communities and funders offers a look 
back at the successes and achievements of 
the Language, Arts and Cultural Heritage 
programs and special projects. We are 
proud to report that in 2018/19, we delivered 
$11.4 million to B.C. First Nations communi-
ties, organizations and individuals, through 
386 grants and provided training for 885 
participants. Special thanks to Arts grant 
recipient Carly Nabess from Terrace B.C. for 
the beautiful cover art! View this report at:  
www.fpcc.ca/about-us/reports

STAY CONNECTED WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

   / FirstPeoplesCulturalCouncil
   / _FPCC

   / FirstPeoplesCouncil 

   / firstpeoplesculturalcouncil


